
1 

 

                               

                          REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

                      @ The Russell Town Hall @ 6:00pm 

                                    05/20/2014           

 

 

PRESENT:                                                                        GUESTS: 

Supervisor Best                                                                Bobby Knox                

Councilwoman Burnham                                                  Harvey Thomas 

Councilman Robinson                                                      Herb Moore 

Town Clerk -Tess Eells                                                     Fred Morrill (Leg) 

Councilwoman Finnerty                                                   Larry Denesha 

Councilman Whiteford                                                      Henry Leader 

Highway Superintendent White                                        Cody White 

                                                                                          Tom Peet  

                                                                                          Jeany Danielsen 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM by Supervisor Best 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Tom Robinson 

 

TOM PEET, CPA – Audit Report for 2013  

 Tom went over the important pages in the report for the board. 

 He found no problems, everyone cooperated with the audit. 

 The Court audit was done and no issues were found. 

 There is a copy of the audit in the Town Clerks office if anyone wants 

to look at it. 

 

RESOLUTION # 49      * accepting the audit report for 2013 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by Councilman 

Robinson 

Whereas, the audit report was presented by Tom Peet from Pinto-Mucenski-

Hooper Van House & Company to the Town Board, and 

Therefore, the Russell Town Board accepts the audit report as presented. 

Ayes-5    nays-0    carried 

 

CODY WHITE: Eagle Scout presentation 
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 I will be leading a group of 10-18 people in the cleaning, leveling and 

repairs in the Balsam, Belleville and Palmerville cemeteries. 

 Materials will be donated: soil, lumber, paint etc. 

 I will need rakes, shovels, lawnmower, garbage bags, etc.  

 Fundraising will be done for any expenses. 

 Sally asked if he could build a small building for the garbage can for 

the Balsam Cemetery. The other one is gone. 

 Bob suggested maybe the fences out back could be cleaned up with 

brush. 

 I plan on starting in two weeks. I need a signature on my Beneficiary 

Letter. 

 

RESOLUTION # 50    * Eagle Scout Project 

A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by 

Councilwoman Burnham  

Therefore, the Russell Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign Cody 

White’s Beneficiary Letter so he can proceed with his Eagle Scout project 

for the town. 

Ayes-5    nays-0     carried 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: 

A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford 

Seconded by Councilwoman Finnerety  

To accept the minutes from 04/15/14 as presented by the Town Clerk 

Ayes-5     nays-0    motion carried 

 
 

TOWN CLERK REPORT: 05/20/2014 

 

April Report: 

15 dog licenses                                    $72.00  

Hunting licenses commission                10.32 

2 Certified copies                                  20.00 

1 Building permits                                  5.00 

Fax & Copy money                                  .00 

 Marriage Licenses                                   .00 

 Impoundment fee                                    .00 

Revenue to supervisor:                     $176.32 

Ag & Market (spay, neuter program)   19.00 

NYS Department of Health                     .00 

Decals                                                  176.68 
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        Total Disbursed                          $303.00 

 

As of 04/07 I have collected 83.71% of the taxes $1,234,298.14 

 

The Clerk’s conference was very educational as usual it keeps me up on things. I received 

the scholarship of $250.00 for completing my courses. 

Supervisor Best thanked me for applying for the scholarship. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Robinson 

Seconded by Councilman Whiteford 

To accept the clerk Report as presented 

Ayes-5   nays-0   motion carried 

 

BALLFIELD COMMITTEE REPORT: Bob Best 

  Matt Scott is suppose to get stuff together for the sign policy 

 Bob thought putting up a sign that says $1,000 reward leading to the arrest and 

conviction to who is vandalizing 

 Larry thought Carmen and Darryn could put up the basketball back boards, will 

purchase nets and have one on each end of the court 

 Tom stated that Shammie could be on the Ball field committee he is on the 

Highway committee; he thinks the back boards are in the building. 

 David stated he thought a no alcohol sign should go up down there since there is 

no tobaccos sign up. There was some discussion on this matter but no action 

taken. 
 

 

SUPERVISORS REPORT: 05/20/2014 

 
1. Financial Reports 
• The details of all income and expense transactions have been filed with the 
Town Clerk. 
• The account balances for all funds have been filed with the Town Clerk and are 
in board member’s packet. 
2. Sales Tax 
• Revenue from sales tax is lower than what was budgeted. The payment for the 
first quarter was $75,814.93, $78,855.00 was budgeted. The payment for the 
second quarter was $75,943.12, $78,855.00 was budgeted. The lower revenue is 
believed to be caused by the decrease sales during the hard winter and a 
decrease in the number of Canadians coming to St. Lawrence County to shop. 
3. Budget Modifications 
 
RESOLUTION # 51 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by 
Councilwoman Finnerty to authorize the following budget modifications 
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• Modify the Capital Improvement budget to eliminate the $15,000 sales tax 
revenue, and increase the Transfer From Other Funds by $15,000. Modify the 
Highway budget to increase sales tax revenue by $15,000, and increase Transfer 
to Other Funds by $15,000. 
Ayes-5     nays-0     motion carried 
 
4. John Pike has been cleaning the Palmerville Cemetery, with help from 
Carmon. John asked it we could put a sign at the cemetery. I think this is a good 
idea. John does a good job caring for the cemetery. Dick Miller has volunteered 
to make a wooden sign for the Palmerville Cemetery. The Town would pay for 
materials. 
5. Additional CHIPs money 
• Financing the additional road work due to winter damage will be done by using 
$22,488.20 from the Highway fund balance. The fund balance will be replenished 
when we are reimbursed by the State for the work. This drives our fund balance 
down, but it is an advantage to the town roads to have the extra money to repair 
damage to the roads due to last winter’s damage. 
6. Town Hall vandalism. The cement flooring at the top of the Town Hall steps 
was chipped and removed from an area approximately 3 feet in diameter. I have 
talked to the parents of the children who did this and they indicated that they 
would take the matter up with their children. I indicated that another occurrence 
would involve calling the sheriff. We are installing a cable to be hung across the 
bottom of the steps to discourage people from going up the steps when there is 
no concert. 
7. Town Hall Project. 
• Work has started on the roof and canopy over the rear door. The work should 
be finished in approximately one month. The contract with the contractor calls for 
a partial payment half way through the work and at the end. Once I have the 
approval of payment from the architect. I may call a special meeting to approve 
payment(s). 
• Documentation for the reimbursement of expenses. There is some confusion as 
to the documents needed to be submitted with a State invoice. I and the architect 
hope to have this resolved quickly.  
8. Contracts with the Fire Departments. I have talked with the two fire chiefs and I 
believe we will have a contract with each department to consider at our next town 
board meeting 
9. Old road next to CR 24. 
• Tom Clark has asked to acquire the property where the old road was between 
his house and CR 24 (the Russell Turnpike). His impression is that the Town has 
ownership or right away on the old road on that property. The Town does not 
have any documentation that the Town every had a right of way or ownership on 
that property. I and the assessor have researched the boundaries as described 
at the St. Lawrence County’s Real Property office. Those documents show the 
that Mr. Clark’s property goes to the center of CR 24, also known as the Russell 
Turnpike. It is the assessor’s opinion that Mr. Clark owns that property and that 
the Town does not have any claim or right of way on the property, and that the 
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old road is not a town road. The director of Real Property, Daryn Colton agrees, 
telling us that all documents he has available show that Mr. Clark owns the 
property to the center of CR 24 (Russell Turnpike) and that the town has never 
had of right a way on the property, therefore the Town has never needed to 
abandon the old road. I have sent copies to the Town Attorney for his review. 
Assuming that the Town Attorney agrees with the assessment of Real Property, I 
will contact Mr. Clark and let him know that the property appears to be his, and 
the Town does not need to take any action regarding the property. 
10. Correspondence 
• Received an e-mail from the county announcing that Edwards-Knox Central 
School is one of 3 schools, each to receive $1,000 worth of active play items to 
support healthful changes in summer recreation programs. 
• Joint letter with the Town of Edwards in support of full day summer program. In 
order to help keep the youth program a full day program for this summer, rather 
than a 4 hour program, both Edwards and Russell will forgo billing the school 
$2,000 each, making more funds available to have the program be a full day 
experience. 
Supervisor, Robert Best 
 
RESOLUTION # 52   Joint Youth Summer Program 
A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by Councilwoman 
Finnerty 
Therefore, the Russell Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign a joint 
letter with the town of Edwards foregoing billing the school for $1,000 each 
making the funds available for the program to be a 6 hour full day experience 
instead of a 4 hour day. 
Ayes-5    nays-0     carried 
 
Supervisor Best handed in a letter to the board stating:  I hereby certify that my 
activities as Town Supervisor have not substantially changed since 2013, and 
that my Record of Activities is still representative of my time worked in 2014.  
 

Highway Superintendent Report: Larry White 
We ended the winter with 2 frozen pipes, Blanchard and Lafaver roads as well as 
flooding on Pestle Street. 
 
We have completed cleaning and painting the box on the #1 truck. 
 
We installed a driveway on Dutton Road; replaced 4 driveway pipes on Lazy 
River, Pestle, Forbes and Boyd Pond roads and 1 crossing on the North Woods 
road. 
 
The gravel roads have dried out and have all been graded. 
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The bulk of our time has been on Brush clean up with the men chipping nearly 
every day and 150 loads went to the pit Most roads have been cleared except 
some seasonal; and spot brush here and there.. 
 
The men will be off brush for now and start on our CHIPS projects. 
 
The box we purchased has been installed on the #5 truck and will be cleaned 
and painted. 
 
This has been a very productive month and I thank the men for their efforts in 
cleaning the miles of brush. 
 

A motion by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by Councilman Robinson 

to accept the Highway Superintendents report. All were in favor Motion 

carried.  
 

  

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE REPORT:  

 Discussed the brush issues, the other funding from the State for ice 
damage has to be used on one project only. We feel we should use it on 
the Fordham Hill rd from County route 17 to the Lafaver rd. 

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Harvey Thomas 

 We are requesting a resolution for the 3rd weekend in July for blocking off 
an area for a block dance and to display fireworks. 

 We have new members 

 Added EVOC class we had 16 members do this 

 The old clinic should have the ramp blocked off because kids are riding on 
it with bikes  

 We cleaned up around the clinic today 
 
RESOLUTION # 53     Block dance and Fireworks 
A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by Councilman 
Robinson 
Therefore, The Russell Town Board authorizes blocking off Pestle Street for a 
July 26th and 27th for a block dance and authorize the Fire Department to do a 
display of fireworks on July 26th 2014 on the ball field.. 
Ayes-5   nays-0     carried 

 

 

LEGISLATURE REPORT:  Fred Morrill 

 We found out last week at the Legislature meeting that 1.6 million in 

the health department (from billing) we had audits done and it was 

never caught. 
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 There is a controversy about the DA needing assistance. People are 

waiting for their day in court; people in jail cost us $100 a day we 

could use that money to help with salaries. 

 We have the new trailers for Solid Waste Department 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by 

Councilwoman Finnerty to accept the Legislature Report as presented. 

Ayes-5     nays-0    motion carried. 

 

JEANY DANIELSON: Rose & Kiernan 

 She handed out the insurance policy renewal to the board members.  

 It will still be with Selective Way Insurance Co.  

 It runs from May 27, 2014 to May 27, 2015 

 Last year’s premium was $27,983.61 and this year’s premium is 

$27,982.44 

 She went through it with them and asked if they had questions.  

 

RESOLUTION # 54     Insurance renewal 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty and seconded by 

Councilman Robinson 

Therefore, the Russell Town Board authorizes the Town supervisor to sign 

the Insurance Renewal Policy by Selective Way Insurance Company through 

Rose & Kiernen, Inc. from May 27, 2014 to May 27, 2015 for the sum of 

$27,982.44.   

Ayes-5   Nays-0     carried 

 

HERB MOORE: 

 Presented a petition from 12 signatures which is 90% of the people 

living there stating: 

The landowner’s and residents that live on the Lake George Road, 

Town of Russell, would like to see our road repaved. WE don’t want 

it done like the Smith road was. Therefore before the Town Board 

throws our tax dollars away we would them to consider how the 

paving is done. Please do it properly. 

            Name:                                         Address: 

     Herbert Moore                          63 Lake George road  

     Gary McCormick SR.               62 Lake George Road 

     David W. Knowlton                 57 Lake George Road 

     Gary Loop                                30 Lake George Road 

     Ashley Coffey                           13 Lake George Road 
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     Joseph Cota                              31 Lake George Road 

     Ronald Dunn                             20 Pine Tree Lane 

     Roxanna Dunn                          20 Pine Tree Lane 

     Sherry Kelly                              45 Lake George Road 

     Tom Kelly                                 45 Lake George Road 

     David Hance                            120 Lake George Road 

     Etta Hance                               120 Lake George Road 

 

 We feel the mulch will break up and the grader will make it uneven. 

We would like it done with hot pave and it should last 20 years. 

 Larry stated he can rewrite the projects with the cost of Hot paving if 

that is what the board wants. I have no issues with the way the smith 

road turned out. It will delay the projects.  

 Herb stated we know it will cost more but we want it done right. 

 Larry stated he discussed with the DOT trying to do away with the 

labor in CHIPS and then we could use it all on materials. The town 

would have to budget the labor part. 

 Herb also asked about having a speed limit on the Lake George Road. 

 Larry stated we submit the paperwork to the State and they decide if 

the speed area is needed. 

 Herb stated there is still a pole down by Etta Hance’s since the ice 

storm; Bob stated he will check into it. 

 

RESOLUTION # 55   Rewriting CHIPS projects 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by 

Councilman Whiteford 

Therefore, the Russell Town Board will request the Highway 

Superintendent to do a revised CHIPS projects showing the cost at Hiring St. 

Lawrence County to Hot pave the Lake George Road, Hewlett Road and the 

Marshville Road and present it at a meeting on May 27
th
 at 6:00 Pm at the 

Town Hall. 

Ayes-5    Nays-0     carried 

 

 
RESOLUTION #56   *  acknowledging Ron Bovay and Doug Beachard 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty 
And seconded by Councilman Whiteford 
Whereas, Ron Bovay was generous in donating a linoleum and glue to the 
Russell Theatre, and 
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Whereas, Ron Bovay and Douglas Beachard donated their time to install the 
linoleum in the Theatre bathroom, and 
Therefore, The Russell Town Board hereby thanks both Ron Bovay and Douglas 
Beachard for their generosity to the Russell Theatre and it was greatly 
appreciated. 
Ayes- 5        nays-0    carried 
 
 
RESOLUTION # 57  *  Audit  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by Councilman 
Robinson to authorize paying the following bills: 
 
Sally Finnerty 
Robert Best 
Fund                               Vouchers                         Total 
General                          124 - 155                   $ 23,534.34 
Highway                          65 – 88                     $ 52,443.71 
Capital Improvements -                                                  $ 0 
Fire Protection -                                                               $ 0 
Street Lights                       5                                  $ 646.55 
                                            total:                        $ 76,624.60 
 
ayes-5      nays-0     carried 
 
 
RESOLUTION # 58        authorizing the Supervisor to send a letter about POPS  
A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by Councilwoman 
Finnerty 
Therefore, the Russell town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to use the 
Town of Morristown’s letter as a sample to send to Tanja Popovic, MD, Acting 
Director of the National Center for Environmental Health supporting the 
education of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPS) by creating an informational 
pamphlet or booklet. 
Ayes-5    nays-0    carried 
  
Supervisor Best asked Henry Leader what he thought about our court relocating 
over to the clinic building. Henry will check into it and see if there is anything with 
the Office of the Court Administration that will need to be done first but he thinks 
it is a great use for the building. 
Councilman Robinson wants to do a walk through to see what minimal work 
would have to be done to convert it to a court. 
All contacts would have to be notified like DEC, DA, Law enforcement, etc. 
 
A public Hearing will be held on June 17th at 6:00 PM to hear for/against 
comments to pass Local law #1 of 2014 overriding the 2% tax cap for the Town 
of Russell. 



10 

 

 
Solar panel BAN was discussed it is due September 16th 2014. 
 
REVISED ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE POLICY: 

 Supervisor Best stated that since we switched to BOCES doing the drug 
testing we needed to have our policy revised to meld ours with what 
BOCES wants. 

 There was discussion on who should be tested. 

 There is safety sensitive issues 

 Councilman Robinson stated in paragraph 3 of the policy it states the 
Town enacts the following zero tolerance substance and alcohol abuse 
and all employees or otherwise of the town. This says it all! 
 

 
RESOLUTION # 59   *  Substance and Alcohol Abuse Policy 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Robinson and seconded by Councilwoman 
Finnerty 
Therefore, the Russell Town Board does hereby adopt the revised Substance 
and Alcohol Abuse Policy with the revised pages of #1 and #5 to replace the 
previous one.  
Ayes-5     nays-0    carried 
 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION:  

 Bobby Knox asked are the sidewalks going to be repaired before 

someone falls and gets hurt. 

 Supervisor Best stated bring it up at budget time. 

 There was some more discussion on the sidewalks and stairs. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Whiteford and seconded by Supervisor 

Best to adjourn the meeting @ 8:47 pm 

All were in favor 

Motion carried 

 

 

                                                              Respectfully submitted by  

                                                              Tess Eells-Russell Town Clerk 
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