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                                           REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

                                     @ The Russell Town Hall @6:00pm 

                                                         08/19/2014    

 

 

PRESENT:                                                                        GUESTS: 
Supervisor Best                                                                Bobby Knox                

Councilwoman Burnham                                                  Harvey Thomas 

Councilman Robinson                                                      Jack White 

Town Clerk -Tess Eells                                                    Doris Smith  

Councilwoman Finnerty                                                   Larry Denesha 

Councilman Whiteford- absent                                        Terry Friot 

Highway Superintendent White                                                    

                                                                                           

 

 

The pledge of allegiance was led by Tom.                                                                                           

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 by Supervisor best 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty 

Seconded by Councilman Robinson 

To accept the minutes from 07/15 as presented by the Town Clerk. 

Ayes-4     nays-0    motion carried 

 

Jack White:  DEO 

 

Town Board of Russell 

August 19, 2014 
I ask the Russell Town board to pass a resolution to enter into an agreement with 
Yellow Lake Rescue, which would be a second secondary kennel. It would work 
the same as the other secondary kennel, friends for pound 4 paws, that we now 
have an agreement with. The same terms and conditions would apply or both. ln 
many situations this would allow us to transfer ownership of stray dogs sooner. 
There have many times that I would have to hold the dogs as much as two week 
waiting for them to find room for the dogs. By law I only have to keep the dogs for 
five days. Therefore this would be a great help at no extra cost to the town. 
Thank you, 
Jack White, dog control officer 
 
Yellow Lake Rescue 

PO Box 252 

Oxbow, NY 13671 

315-276.6805 
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We are a new animal rescue group in the Yellow Lake area. At the present time we are working on 

our 5O1c3 paper work. We have just finished our incorporation paper work and should have that 

back in about 2 weeks. Our Federal lD number is 47-1493156 and we would like to be a secondary 

shelter for the town of Russell. 

THANK YOU 

Yellow Lake Rescue 

Board of Directors 

 

Sally asked are we still using Pounds 4 Paws and Jack said we will use both. 

 

RESOLUTION # 75     Yellow Lake Rescue as a secondary shelter 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Robinson and seconded by Councilwoman Finnerty 

THEREFORE, the Russell Town Board authorizes Jack White DEO to contract with 

Yellow Lake Rescue as an additional secondary kennel along with Pounds 4 Paws with 

the same terms and conditions. 

Ayes-4   nays-0   motion carried 

 

 

TOWN CLERK REPORT: 08/19/2014 

 

July Report: 

24 dog licenses                                    $108.00  

Hunting licenses commission                  10.26  

0 Marriage License Comm.                        .00 

0 Certified copies                                       .00 

1 Building permits                                    5.00 

0 impoundment fee                                    .00 

1 electric use for ball field                      10.00 

Revenue to supervisor:                       $133.26 

Disbursed amounts: 

Ag & Market (spay, neuter program)    28.00 

NYS Department of Health                      .00 

Decals                                                  175.74 

        Total Disbursed                          $337.00  

 

I handed in a check for a sluice pipe of $232.00 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty 

Seconded by Councilman Robinson 

To accept the clerk Report as presented 

Ayes-4     nays-0    motion carried 

 

TERRY FRIOT:  

 He did research for cost of materials for court renovation and he figures $2,000 

should do it. 
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 He also would like authorization to write a grant for furniture for the court. No 

cost to the town.  

 Larry and Terry will meet to get the renovation work underway. 

 Terry sent to get a cost from TDS for phone and internet over there he will also 

get a cost from Time Warner. 

 Terry stated he went to the county and got a couple of desks, chairs and file 

cabinets from the surplus. 

 

RESOLUTION # 76       Grant for court 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty and seconded by Councilman Robinson 

THEREFORE, the Russell Town Board authorizes the Town Justice, Terry Friot to 

write a grant for the purchasing of furniture for the court. 

Ayes-4    nays-0   motion carried 

 

RESOLUTION # 77     Court renovations 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by Councilman Robinson 

THEREFORE, the Russell Town Board authorizes turning the old library into the court 

at the estimated cost of $3,500 for renovations. 

Ayes-4   nays-0   motion carried 

 

 Doris Smith asked why the court was moving. 

 Terry stated that with state court changes for safety where it is now does not meet 

the standards. 

 Doris also stated she would like the town to keep the cost of having the hanging 

memorial flowers kept in the budget.   

 It was suggested putting it on the web site that the town needs donations for the 

cost of flowers.  

 

BALL FIELD COMMITTEE:  

 Bob stated he talked to Matt Scott and there is an Old Timers soft ball tournament 

this weekend. They would like the back drop net re-hung it is falling down.  

 

LEGISLATURE REPORT:   
 

 Bob stated Fred said the legislatures passed the new Workers Comp charge backs. 

 

SUPERVISORS REPORT: 08/19/2014 
 
 Financial Reports 
• The details of all income and expense transactions have been filed with the 
Town Clerk. 
• The account balances for all funds have been filed with the Town Clerk and are 
in board member’s packet. 
• Sales tax for the third quarter is higher than the previous 2 quarters. The first 2 
quarters of sales tax total was $5,900 below what was budgeted. The third 
quarter income is $3,000 above what was budgeted. If the 4th quarter sales tax 
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remains at the current level, the total sales tax revenue for the year will come in 
at our budgeted amount. 
• The State estimates that this year’s retirement bill will be $3,200 higher than 
what the State estimated a year ago. 
• We received $61 in unclaimed funds from the state comptroller. 
 
2. RESOLUTION # 78   * Budget Modifications 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded Councilwoman 
Finnerty  
THEREFORE, authorizing the supervisor to do this budget modification 
• Increase DA 2389 Misc Revenue from Other Gov'ts by $4,125 and increase 
DA5130.4 Machinery contractual by $4,125. The additional revenue was for 
screening 1,500 yards of sand for the Town of Clare. 
Ayes-4    nays-0       motion carried 
 
3. Rather than flowers, a donation to the SLC Cancer Fund was made to express 
the Town’s condolence for the passing of Ike Guyette’s brother. 
4. Town Hall Project 
• The state grant payment for the project will not arrive until after the BAN is due. 
In that case we will renew the BAN at a lower amount. See resolution to renew 
the BAN for the Town Hall Roof Project for a lower amount. 
• Emergency repairs to chimney have been completed. The repairs were more 
substantial than the architect had anticipated. One section of the chimney had 
bricks that had no mortar and the bricks could be removed from the chimney. It 
was possible to put your hand through the hole and reach over to the chimney 
wall on opposite side. The cost of the emergency repair was $ 3,200. The 
contractor was able to include the scraping and painting of the flag pole and still 
stay within the estimated cost. There was no cost for the lift being used for the 
flag pole. The contractor thinks the repairs will last for 5 years, but he has pointed 
out that there are sections where the inner wall of bricks is missing. The town 
board should start considering having the upper ten feet of the chimney removed 
and rebuilt in 5 years or less. 
• The person who we were working with on the town hall grant, Gayle Underhill-
Plumb has resigned and will be gone within a few days. We submitted our paper 
work for the roof funding a month ago. I have been told by SHIPO, the state 
historical agency, that they have sent their approval for payment. Gayle has 
approved the work and the paperwork we have sent for payment. I would like to 
thank Brenda for helping to get documents for payment. 
Supervisor, Robert Best 
A motion by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by Councilman Robinson to 
accept the supervisor report. Ayes-4   nays-0   carried 
 

 Harvey handed in a quote from Barkley’s for a security system of 
$4,772.92 which included installation of 4 cameras.  
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 Bob stated that things have been better at the ball field but someone spray 
painted their name on the brick wall up the big steps. He said Carmen 
cleaned it the best he could. 

 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by 
Councilwoman Finnerty to have Harvey get a quote with 2 cameras that will 
cover the Town Hall and Court for the next meeting. 
Ayes-4   nays-0   motion carried 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Harvey Thomas 

 The Russell festival went well we sold out of chicken.  

 Fireworks went well with a good crowd.  

 Block dance was a success with a good crowd 

 The frog jumping contest gets bigger every year. 

 We cancelled the parade. 

 The Boyd Pond people mentioned doing a bed race next year. 

 Bob mentioned maybe he could talk to Matt Scott about a softball 
tournament.  

 Harvey mentioned asking Brenda Hale about the community garage sales 
being done that weekend to draw people in. 

 Having a concert at the gazebo was mentioned maybe the (Drum Corp.) 

 The 3-wheeler race went well. 

 The silent auctions went well. 

 In October there is EMT training in Rochester for 3 days. 

 We are now carrying nasal spray in ambulance in case of an overdose. 
Also epee pens.  

 There is no power to the water pump at the old library. Darryn will be 
asked to look at it, and label the breaker. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Robinson and seconded by Councilwoman 
Finnerty accepting the Fire department report.   Ayes-4   nays-0    motion carried 
 
 

Highway Superintendent Report: 08/19/2014 * Larry White 
 
We have stripped, drilled and blasted rock on the Hewlett, Donnerville and Cook 
roads. We also have rock ready for blasting on the Lafaver, Pestle St., Blanchard 
and Dutton Roads. Most of the shot rock will be trucked to the Pit for future use. 
We have completed trimming around bridge and guide rails. 
We helped Hermon with drilling on the Underwood road. 
We installed the rim and backboard at the basketball court at the ball field. 
We have completed mowing road sides on the seasonal roads. 
Our 3 roads are ready for paving and expect the county to be here around mid 
September. 
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The 2 pipes we removed from the Hewlett road (because they too short and 
didn’t give enough shoulder area) have been used to replace 2 pipe crossings; 
one on the Forbes road and one on the Cook road. 
We have started our CHIPS project on the Blanchard Hill road to correct the base 
and add drainage to the area that heaves and ices throughout the winter. 
All men have worked well with good production and I thank them.  
Handed in a check for sluice pipe for $225.60 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by Councilman 
Robinson to accept the Highway Superintendents report. Ayes-4  Nays-0      
Motion carried.  

  

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE REPORT:  

 Went over the blast sites. 

 Sally asked when more blasting will be done; Larry said when the county frees up 

Harvey. Harvey said maybe mid September. 

 The Spicer road bridge needs to be addressed within the next year or so. 

 

RESOLUTION # 79* Audit Report-Robert Best & Sally Finnerty 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Burnham and seconded by Councilman Robinson 

to pay the following bills. 
Fund                                  Vouchers                           Total 
General                             215 - 247                       $124,281.11 
Highway                            114 - 126                       $ 17,277.57 
Capital Improvements         15 - 19                         $  8,971.82 
Fire Protection                      none                                    $0.00 
Street Lights                            8                                   $604.41 
                                             total:                          $151,134.91 
 
Ayes-4    nays-0    motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

RESOLUTION # 80 authorizing the signing of Bond Anticipation Note for 

solar panels 

 
BOND RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF RUSSELL, NEW YORK, ADOPTED 
SEPTEMBER II, 2013. AUTHORZING THE PURCHASE OF SOLAR PANELS 
FOR THE TOWN BARN, PUBLIC LIBRARY AND HEALTH CENTER AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPAITION NOTES OF THE 
TOWN IN THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF $I20,000.00 AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF RENEWAL BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE TOWN IN THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF 
$85,OOO.OO, AND AUTHORIZING TIIE ISSUANCE OF RENEWAL BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE TOWN IN THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF 
$63,500.00. 
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RESOLVED, this l9th day of August, 2014, by the Town Board of the Town of 
Russell, County of St. Lawrence and State of New York, at a regular meeting at 
which Supervisor Robert Best and Councilors Sandra Burnham, Sally Finnerty, 
Lawrence T. Robinson' were present. 
That the Supervisor was authorized and directed to renew the Bond Anticipation 
Note of the Bond Resolution of August 13, 2012, for the purchase of solar panels 
for the Town Barn, Public Library and Health Center, in the principal amount of 
$120,000.00, which Note matured on September 17 ,2013, and upon which Note 
the principal sum of $35,000.00 was paid on said obligation to NBT Bank, leaving 
a principal balance of 85,000.00, and which Note matured on September 
16,2014, and upon which Note the principal sum of $21,500.00 was paid on said 
obligation to NBT Bank, leaving a principal balance of $63,500.00, and by 
executing a Bond Anticipation Note with NBT Bank in the sum of $63,500.00, 
with interest at the rate of one and eighty-five hundredths percent (1.85%) for a 
period not to exceed one (1) year, terminating September 15,2015. 
SCHEDULE ''A'' 
Amount and Title:                          $63,500 Bond Anticipation Note for the 
purchase of Solar Panels for the Town Barn, Public Library, and Health Center 
Dated:                                              September 16, 2014 
Matures:                                          September 15, 2014 
Number                        Denomination                    Interest Rate Per Annum 
       3                                  $63,500.00                                                1.85% 
             The adoption of the foregoing resolution was by Councilor Sandra 
Burnham  and seconded by Councilor Sally Finnerty and duly put to a vote on roll 
call, which resulted as follows: 
Ayes-4       Nays-o    
The resolution was declared adopted. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 81 * Bond Renewal for the Town Hall Roof Renovation 

 
BOND RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF RUSSELL ADOPTED AUGUST 14, 
2013, AUTHORZING THE RENOVATION AND RESTORATION OF THE TOWN 
OF RUSSELL TOWN HALL AND AUTHORZING THE ISSUANCE OF BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE TOWN IN THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF 
$18O,OOO.OO; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF RENEWAL BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE TOWN IN THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF 
$95,OOO.OO. 
RESOLVED, this 19th day of August, 20l4, by the Town of Russell, County of St. 
Lawrence and State of New York, at a regular meeting at which Supervisor 
Robert Best and Councilors Sandra Burnham, Sally Finnerty, Lawrence T. 
Robinson were present, as follows: 
That the Supervisor was authorized and directed to renew the Bond Anticipation 
Note of the Bond Resolution of October 1,2013, for the Renovation and 
Restoration of the Town of Russell Town halt, in the principal amount of 
$180,000.00, which Note matured on September 30, 2014, and upon which Note 
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the principal amount of $85,000.00 was paid on said obligation to NBT Bank, 
leaving a principal balance of $95,000.00; and by executing a Bond Anticipation 
Note with NBT Bank in the sum of $95,000.00, with interest at the rate of one and 
eighty-five hundredths percent (1.85%) for a period not to exceed one (1) year, 
terminating September 29,2015. 
SCHEDULE “A” 
Amount and Title:                             $95,000.00 Bond Anticipation Note for the 
Renovation and Restoration of the Town of Russell Town Hall. 
Dated:                                                 September 30, 2014 
Matures:                                             September 29, 2015 
Number                          Denomination                   Interest Rate Per Annum 
      2                                   $95,000.00                                       1.85% 
 
         The adoption of the foregoing resolution was moved by Councilor Sandra 
Burnham and seconded by Councilor Tom Robinson, and duly put to vote on a 
roll call, which resulted as follows: 
Ayes-4       nays-0     This resolution was declared adopted. 
 
Supervisor Best explained a spreadsheet of Draft Document – Financing Roof, 
Lift and Bathroom (revised 08-11-14) to the board.  
 
RESOLUTION # 82 * Speed Reduction Request from Edwards Knox Central 
School 
 

A motion was made by: Councilwoman Finnerty 
Seconded by: Councilman Robinson 
WHEREAS, The Edwards-Knox School Board has asked the Russell Town 
Board for support in the speed reduction in front of the school, and 
THEREFORE, the Russell Town Board will support the Edwards-Knox Central 
School board in their efforts to have the speed limit reduced from 45 MPH to 25 
or 35 MPH on County Route 24 it will help with the safety issues. The town will 
do the necessary paperwork to help the school board in the speed reduction in 
front of the school. 
Ayes- 4 
Nays- 0      Motion carried 

 

RESOLUTION # 83 * Support Fort Drum against Reductions 
A motion was made by Councilman Robinson and seconded by Councilwoman 
Burnham: 
 
Whereas, the Army released a Supplemental programmatic Assessment (SPEA) 
for Army 2020 Force Structure Realignment in June 2014 to evaluate force 
reductions and realignments, and 
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Whereas, this proposed action will reduce and realign active component Soldiers 
and 583 Army civilians employees to help the Army meet current and future 
national security and defense requirements, and 
 
Whereas, the Army’s proposal is to reduce end-strength to as low as 420,000, 
double the reduction proposed in 2013, and 
 
Whereas, the Army’s SPEA is looking to cut 16,000 jobs from Fort Drum; 15,417 
Soldiers and 583 Army civilians which includes the loss of the 3rd BCT from the 
10th Mountain Division which was announced last year, and 
 
Whereas, this SPEA looks at the socio-economic impact of this action and it 
predicts a loss of $877,512,000 in area income, a loss of 19,102 jobs, and a 
decrease in population of 40,288, and 
 
Whereas, Fort Drum and the surrounding communities have developed a unique 
relationship in regard to providing housing, education, health care, and 
infrastructure to support the installation, and 
 
Whereas, this proposed force reduction under review by the Army would have a 
devastating impact on jobs, education, health care, quality of life and the ability of 
local governments to provide essential services for its residents, 
 
Whereas, the Town of Russell has residents that work at Fort Drum, and 
 
Whereas, the board of the Town of Russell recognizes the Army needs to review 
force reductions and realignments as part of a long - term solution to the current 
fiscal crisis; 
 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the board of the Town of Russell believes 
that the proposed cut of 16,000 at Fort drum currently under review by the Army 
will have devastating and long lasting impacts on the local economy as forecast 
in the Army’s own SPEA, and 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the Board of the Town of Russell asks that the 
Army, as part of their decision making process, consider our community’s ability 
to continue to support Fort drum and the 10th Mountain Division and to provide 
those essential services needed by our citizens , and 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the board of the Town of Russell asks that, due to 
these socio-economic impacts no further reductions in personnel occur at Fort 
drum or to the 10th Mountain Division beyond those that were identified in the 
2013 PEA. 
 
Councilman Robinson- yes 
Councilman Burnham- yes 
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Supervisor Best- yes 
Councilman Finnerty- yes 
Councilman Whiteford- absent 
 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION:  

 Larry stated he attended a Drug and Alcohol class. 

 149 Signatures were handed in on a petition to keep flowers in the 

budget. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor best and seconded by Councilwoman 

Finnerty to enter executive session at 7:50 PM to discuss the Teamster 

Health Contract. Ayes-4 nays-0 

A motion was made by Councilman Robinson and seconded by 

Councilwoman Burnham to exit executive session at 8:45 Pm and enter 

regular meeting. Ayes-4   nays-0 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 84  * Teamsters Health Contract 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty and seconded by 

Councilman Robinson 

THEREFORE, the Russell Town Board authorizes the Town supervisor to 

sign the Teamsters Local 687 Contract effective 01/01/2015 through 

12/31/2017. 

Ayes- 4   nays-0   motion carried 

 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Finnerty and seconded by Councilman 
Robinson to adjourn the meeting @ 8:48 pm 
All were in favor 
Motion carried 
 

 
      Respectfully submitted by  
       Tess Eells-Russell Town Clerk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


