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            PRELIMINARY BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

                                              @ 6:00 pm              

                              REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

                          @ The Russell Town Hall to follow 

                                           10/21/2014                                            

 

PRESENT:                                             GUESTS: 

Supervisor Best                                     Bobby Knox                

Councilwoman Burnham                       Harvey Thomas 

Councilman Robinson                           Red Grandy 

Town Clerk -Tess Eells                          

Councilwoman Finnerty                         

Councilman Whiteford                            

Highway Superintendent White            

                                                           

                                                                 

 

 The pledge was led by Tom.                                                                                          

The Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget was called to order at 6:00 

pm by Supervisor Best 

 No questions were presented to the board about the preliminary 

budget. 

 A motion was made by Council Burnham and seconded by Council 

Whiteford to exit the public hearing at 6:15 Pm and enter into the 

regular meeting. All were in favor. 

 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION: 

 Red Grandy presented a letter to the board requesting that the Smith 

Rd be renamed the Lazy River Rd. He presented this last November 

and wanted to request it again.  

 Supervisor Best recapped from last November when the board held a 

public hearing on the issue and the board decided to leave the road as 

it is. Another public hearing would have to be held so the public could 

voice their concerns about the change.  

 A little more discussion was done on the issue with this resolution 

being the board decision. 

 

RESOLUTION # 96     Smith Rd 
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A motion was made by Council Robinson and seconded by Council 

Whiteford 

Whereas, a request to have the Smith Rd changed to the Lazy River Rd so it 

would continue all the way from County Route 25 to Hermon was received 

by the Russell Town Board, and 

Whereas, the Town board took into consider the request and how the public 

hearing last November went, and 

Therefore, the town board authorizes the highway superintendent to price 4 

signs at the county; one that says Hermon with and arrow and one that says 

Lazy River rd with an arrow to be placed at the intersection of County Route 

25 and the Smith rd. the superintendent is authorized to order the signs not to 

exceed $500.  

  Ayes-5     Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 

  nays-0       motion carried 

 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: 
A motion was made by Council Finnerty and seconded by Council Whiteford to 
accept the minutes from 09/16 and 09/30 as presented by the Town Clerk. 
 Ayes-5     Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
 Nays-0     motion carried. 

 
TOWN CLERK REPORT: 10/21/2014 

 

September Report: 
19 dog licenses                                         $112.00  
Hunting licenses commission                  355.53 
1 Marriage License Comm.                           7.50 
6 Certified copies                                          60.00 
2 Building permits                                         10.00 
1dog reimbursement                                    74.00  
0 ball field electric use                                     .00 
Revenue to supervisor:                         $ 619.03 
Disbursed amounts: 
Ag & Market (spay, neuter program)         31.00 
NYS Department of Health                         22.50 
 Decals                                                       6091.47 
        Total Disbursed                              $6764.00  
 
I have un-appointed Bonnie Howard as deputy clerk and appointed Shammie 
Robinson for the position. 
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A motion was made by Council Finnerty 
Seconded by Council Whiteford 
To accept the clerk Report as presented 
 

BALL FIELD COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 The field has been mowed for the last time and shut up for the winter. 

 

 

Supervisor’s Report for October 21, 2014 
 
Financial Reports 
• The details of all income and expense transactions have been filed with the 
Town Clerk. 
• The account balances for all funds have been filed with the Town Clerk and are 
in board members’ packet. 
• Comptroller’s rating of the Town’s finances: The State Comptroller's Office has 
finished its analysis of the town’s finances. They rated the town as not being 
under financial stress. 
 
2.   RESOLUTION # 97       Budget Modifications 
A motion was made by Council Burnham and seconded by Council Whiteford to 
authorize the supervisor to do these budget modifications 
 
• Transfer $ 250 from A1910.4 Unallocated Insurance contractual to A8810.1 
Cemeteries personal services. 
• Increase revenue into account A1255 (Clerk Fees) by $25.00 and increase the 
appropriation of A3510.4 by $25.00. 
* Increase A1320.4 auditor by $250.00 
* and get authorization to pay prior any Capital Improvement project invoices. 
  Ayes-5         Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
  nays-0          motion carried 
 
3. Karen P. Martin awarded to the Edwards - Russell Joint Youth Program 
• The Edwards-Russell Joint Youth Program was awarded this year’s Karin 
Martin Memorial Award of Excellence. Included with the award is a $1,000 check 
for the Joint Youth Program. The Edwards Supervisor and I received the award 
on behalf of the Joint Youth Program.This is an indication of how good our 
program is. This summer there were over 100 students enrolled in the program. 
4. Edwards - Knox students raked leaves for a few hours on Columbus day, at 
the ball field in front of the cemetery. Their work is appreciated. 80 bags of leaves 
were raked. I thank the students who did the work and Linda Alford who 
organized the work. 
5. The wiring for the pump at the court house is finished. In the event of a power 
outage, it will be possible to provide water to the building and to the fire hall since 
the pump is connected to the Fire Department’s generator. 
 



4 

 

A motion was made by Council Burnham and seconded by Council Whiteford to 
accept the supervisor report.  
Ayes- 5    Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Nays-o     Motion carried 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Harvey Thomas  

 We are getting Christmas decorations ready 

 December 6 will be the tree sale and Santa Day 

 This week the EMS is going to Rochester for training. Harvey mentioned 
the Ebola issue. 
  

A motion was made by Council Burnham and seconded by Council Robinson to 
accept the fire department report.  
Ayes 5     Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Nays-0     Motion carried 
 
Supervisor Best stated that the highway men put a new blue spruce by the 
gazebo.  

 
 

Highway Superintendent Report: 10/21/2014 * Larry White   
 
In prep for the time the county had CR 17 closed we had cut brush added gravel 
and replaced 1 pipe crossing on the McCarty rd and Silver Hill rd to handle 
increased traffic. 
We have enough sand screened for winter and plan to screen 1 or 2 more days. 
We also have our first salt order mixed. 
On 9/22 we sent 1 truck to help emergency services move stone from Norfolk to 
West Potsdam; most surrounding towns also assisted. 
We have cut shoulders on the North Woods, Grandy, McCarty, Forbes, Backus 
and a section of Blanchard Hill roads. 
We have completed our project on Blanchard Hill rd; the section has been 
repaved and our fill area has been graded capped with shoulder fill. 
We replaced 1 driveway pipe on the Lazy River rd and Colton rd. 
We have cut brush on the seasonal sections of the Backus rd. 
We shimmed a section of Dana Hill rd and plan to make approximately 1 mile 
section of that road a paving project for 2015. 
The County paver was here yesterday and paved Fordham Hill and Marshville 
road projects and we added shoulders today. 
Between 1 to 3 men at a time have been using up vacation time and will continue 
through November. 
Handed in 2 checks $52.16 from DeGrasse Fire Department and $215.62 from 
Russell Fire Department 
This has been a productive month I thank the men.  
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Council Whiteford asked about the Lake George rd. It will be paved in the 
proposed projects for 2015 along with 1 mile on the Dana Hill rd and the top of 
the hill on the Fordham Hill rd. 
Harvey asked if Larry heard anything on the blasting yet; Larry said no he will 
check again.  

 
A motion was made by Council Robinson and seconded by Council Whiteford to 
accept the Highway Superintendents report.  
Ayes -  5         Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Ayes – 0         Motion carried 
 
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE REPORT:   

 Went up to see the screening process at the pit. 

 Went over the CHIPs projects 

 Had to see someone on the Given rd over some ditch issue. We will 
monitor it to see what is going on. I will meet with them to discuss an issue 
with their driveway. 

A motion was made by Council Whiteford and seconded by Council Burnham to 
accept the Highway Committee Report as presented. 
Ayes – 5      Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Nays - 0    Motion carried 
 
 
LEGISLATURE REPORT:  N/A 
 
 

RESOLUTION # 98* Audit Report-Robert Best & Sally Finnerty 

A motion was made by Council Whiteford and seconded by Council Robinson to 
pay the following bills. 
 
  Fund                                    Vouchers                                  Total 
General                                 282 – 319                          $10,755.83 
Highway                               143 – 160                           $29,065.94 
Capital Improvements            23 - 24                             $13,348.00 
Street                                           10                                      $630.88 
Grand Total:                                                                     $53,800.65 
 
  Ayes-5    Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
  nays-0    motion carried 

 

 
RESOLUTION #  99              Auditing of 2013 Court Dockets 
A motion was made by Council Burnham 
Seconded by Council Whiteford 
WHEREAS, The Town Board hired Pinto, Mucenski, Hooper Van House & Co to 
audit the Russell Court Records for the year 2013 
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WHEREAS, at a board meeting on May 20, 2014 Tom Peet (CPA) presented the 
audit report for the 2013 Town Justice books.  
THEREFORE, the Russell Town Board accepted the auditor’s report of the 
Justice records for the year 2013 as presented.  
Ayes-5     Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Nays-0 
Carried 
 
RESOLUTION # 100    * Proposal for Re-Bid on Town Hall Elevator 
 
A motion was made by Council Burnham and seconded by Council Robinson 
Therefore, the Russell Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign the 
Proposal for Re-bid Services for the Russell Town Hall Elevator Project with 
Holmes * King * Kallquist & Associates, Archetects. 
Ayes – 5           Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Nays – 0           Motion carried 
 
A motion was made by Council Burnham and seconded by Council Whiteford to 
open discussion of the preliminary budget for 2015 

 Supervisor Best made a suggestion of moving the deputy clerk, deputy 
supervisor to a 3% raise. The Senior Citizen Group will be disbanding due 
to the lack of participation so there will be a saving of $1600. It would 
lower the tax increase from 4.9% to 4.7%.  

 There was discussion of the across the board raises. Council Finnerty 
feels a 2% across the board would save on taxes.  

 Harvey stated that the County should be able to keep their increase below 
2% because they asked for the sales tax increase. 

 
RESOLUTION # 101    * Amendments to the preliminary Budget of 2015 
A motion was made by Supervisor Best and seconded by Council Whiteford  
Therefore, the Russell Town Board will leave the budget as is with the 
amendment of a decrease of $1600 from the disbanding of the Senior Citizens 
Group and increase the Deputy clerk to a 3% raise from 2%. We will save $1600. 
Ayes – 4      Robinson, Burnham, Best, Whiteford 
Nays-1         Finnerty 
Motion carried 
 
 
RESOLUTION # 102     *  Adopting the Preliminary Budget as the 2015 Budget 
A motion was made by Council Robinson 
Seconded by Council Whiteford 
Therefore, the Russell Town Board adopted the Preliminary budget with the 
amendment presented above of as the 2015 Town Budget. 
Ayes – 4     Robinson, Burnham, Best, Whiteford 
Nays – 1     Finnerty 
Motion carried 
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Supervisor Best stated that the town will be receiving a $9000 check towards the 
Town Hall Structural Grant 
 
A motion was made by Council Finnerty and seconded by Council Whiteford to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm. 
Ayes – 5       Robinson, Burnham, Best, Finnerty, Whiteford 
Nays – 0       Motion carried 

 

 

 

 
                                                  Respectfully submitted by  
                                                              Tess Eells-Russell Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


